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A s artificial intelligence (AI) systems have become 
more widely available, scientific publishers are 
expressing concern with their use in both manu-

script development and peer review.1–3 As publishers begin 
to establish guidelines for producing accurate and trust-
worthy manuscripts in the age of AI,4 issues of copyright 
and intellectual property must be considered: any data up-
loaded into a public AI are ingested and “remembered” for 
others to potentially use as their own. AI “hallucinations” 

of false information can also create significant verification 
work for data and references.5 

When approached by Dr. Winkler-Schwartz5 with the 
idea of creating a controlled experiment to utilize the 
OpenAI GPT-4 algorithm without risking copyright is-
sues or hallucinations, I was intrigued; such an exercise 
could potentially prove useful to our readers. 

The Journal of Neurosurgery Publishing Group 
(JNSPG) in partnership with Dr. Winkler-Schwartz has 

FIG. 1. Screenshot of article with conversational manuscript interface (red circle). Figure is available in color online only.
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set up an AI “conversational manuscript” interface that al-
lows you, our readers, to interact with the information in a 
specific article6 published in our June issue of Neurosurgical 
Focus. The interface will respond only with information 
contained within the paper; unrelated questions such as 
“what is the best brownie recipe?” will receive the answer: 

“I’m sorry, but as a neurosurgery-focused AI assistant, I don’t 
have information on brownie recipes. My primary function is 
to provide information and answer questions related to neuro-
surgery and related medical topics.” 

When you visit the manuscript link, you will see an 
interface embedded at the top of the article (Fig. 1). Please 
contribute data to this experiment: read the article, ask rel-
evant questions within the interface, and give us feedback 
on whether this is a useful service for JNSPG to offer its 
readers. You will also find a link to a short anonymous 
survey; we hope you will take time to share your thoughts.

This experiment will run through October 1, 2023, af-
ter which the functionality will be removed. Thank you 
in advance for helping JNSPG test drive this technology 
as we consider potential use cases and guidelines for our 
journals. 

We look forward to your responses.
https://thejns.org/doi/abs/10.3171/2023.7.JNS231621
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